The Source Clays are derived from large, reasonably homogeneous stocks. Thus, over the years, data on these reference materials can be compared. The samples have been carefully selected from the source deposits by professionals to minimize in situ variations. Because any benefi ciation technique can bring about changes in properties, pretreatment usually involves only low-temperature, steam-fi red tray drying and imp or Raymond mill pulverization. Each original sample consisted of one metric ton. The Special Clays are rare but of great theoretical interest. No attempt has been made to homogenize or benefi ciate them. Essential information on the Source Clays is available at the CMS website address www.clays.org/SOURCE%20CLAYS/SCBackground.html.
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